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Squabbling  over  the  rate  structures  of  the  Turlock  and 

Modesto  IrriKatlon  districts  apparently  was  touched  off 
by  the  failure  of  those  corr.rrun ;  t  i  es  to  at, tract  prospec¬ 
tive  industrial  custorr.cn’s .  Crit.ics  have  pointed  out  that 
the  rate  for  500  kwh  in  Modest,o  and  Turlock  is  ap/prox;- 
mately  $8  while  those  of  other  public  power  bodies  in  the 
state  ran^e  from  .S6.75  to  .f7.58  for  the  same  amount. 

Even  so,  this  difference  appears  sm;all  when  contrasted 
with  the  announcem.ent  early  this  m.onth  that  the  Ha¬ 
waiian  Public  Utilities  Com.misslon  had  approved  a  rate 
boost  for  the  Hilo  Electric  Li^ht  Co.  which  would  bring 
the  cost  of  500  kwh  to  .fl9.40.  This  spread  is  caused  by 
marked  differences  em.anating  from,  abundant  low-cost  hydro¬ 
electric  power,  high  custom.er  density  and  high  usage  in 
California,  whereas  on  the  big  island  of  Hawaii,  almiost 
as  big  as  the  state  of  Connecticut,  there  are  only  62,000 
people  anri  power  must  be  generated  with  imp.orted 
fuel  oil. 


Hates  m.ade  news  elsewhere  in  the  West,  too.  Ford,  Bacon  & 
Davis,  power  consultants  in  New  York  City,  have  recom.- 
m.ended  to  Tacoma  City  Light  that  it  increase  its  rates 
about  13% — 3%  above  the  expected  increase  the  Bonneville 
Power  Administration  is  expected  to  announce  this  sum.m.er 
Tacoma  buys  about  60%  of  its  power  requ i  rem.ents  from.  B17 
In  a  corollary  action,  ton  sm.all  m.utual  power  com.panies 
operating  in  the  Tacoma  area  have  form.ed  the  Pierce 
County  Cooperative  Power  Assn,  to  study  the  effect  of 
rate  increases  on  their  operations  and  to  determ.ine  what 
measures  might  bo  taken  to  offset  the  increase. 

Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.  and  the  Portland  General 
Electric  Co.  have  begun  hearings  before  the  Oregon  puijl  i 
utility  commissioner  seeking  rate  increases  avei’aging 
14.5%  and  13.4%,  respectively.  Speaking  for  PP&L,  Presi 
dent  Don  McClung  told  the  examining  boarl  that  the  cost; 
of  wages  and  materials  have  doublofi  since  the  end  of  th( 
war,  while  the  average  cost  per  kwh  has  declined  34%. 

The  rate  hearings  will  bo  continued  throughout  thr; 
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summ.er 


Uranium  production  jumped  nearly  50%  in  1958  over  1957. 
Over  24,000,000  lb  of  U3  08  was  produced  in  the  lattei' 
year.  The  num.ber  of  uraniu.m.  processing  m. ills  in  Colo- 
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Now,  everybody  watch 

the  prof  its...  and  smile! 


I'AciA  one’s  |)r()inotin^  —  and  prolitiinj;  IVoin  — the 
lince  hie  electrical  indnstiA  proerains,  IJic  Hcttcr 
I'.lcctiicdlli/,  I loiiscfxun  r  and  Shdallion  Homes. 

The  whole  indnsliA  s  hehind  them.  And  this  \cai, 
the  I'alison  l•',leetlie  Institute  will  he  proinotine  all 
three  with  erealer  eni|)hasis  than  e\er  as  part  ol  its 
new  nationwide  I'deelrie  I  a\  ine  proi;rain.  It’s  the  hie- 
eest  all-ont  ellort  in  the  histoiA  ol  scdlinn  eleetrieitx . 

rhese  proerains  are  rieht  dow  n  \  ()nr  alle\ .  At  IcMst 


one  ol  them  (its  rieht  in  with  som  partienlar  sellinn 
prohlem.  I'liev  ve  pro\cd  their  elieetiveness.  'Fhev 
can  work  tor  von  if  Non  work  lor  them. 

(dioosc*  the  proeram  best  suited  to  \onr  (inn,  thc'ii 
leatnrc*  it  in  vonr  advertisinjf,  in  vonr  inaihne  pieces 
and  whercAor  \on  do  hnsiness.  Vonr  P(dv\  head- 
(piartc'is  can  lu-lp  \on  with  all  the  details. 

(a-t  startc'd  now  .  And  don  t  he  surprised  it  59  turns 
out  to  he  i/oiir  hie  \car,  too. 


Pacific  Coast  Electrical  Association 


550  West  Sixth  Street  1  ,os  .\ne<  l(‘s  1  I,  ( ^alilornia  •  hSl  Market  Street,  San  I'raneiseo  5,  ( 'alitornia 


rado,  Utah,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Washington,  South  Dakota 
and  Wyoming  increased  from  16  to  23  and  the  value  of  the 
output  jumped  from  $167  million  to  $233  million.  Leading 
states  are  Utah  and  New  Mexico  with  over  7,000,000  lb 
each. 


Bonneville  Power  Administration’s  output  in  1958  was  down 
6.3%  from  1957.  The  revenue  per  kwh  sold  was  2.29  mills 
and  gross  sales  totaled  $63,917,753.  Of  this  publicly 
owned  utilities  paid  $24,310,862,  private  utilities  $14,- 
952,679  and  directly  served  m.ajor  industries  $19,388,379. 
1957  was  the  record  revenue  year  for  the  administration, 
when  sales  totaled  $67,666,334. 


Shareholders  have  approved  the  m.erger  of  the  Rawlins  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.  of  Rawlins,  Wyo.,  with  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light 
Co.  The  consolidation  would  be  effected  by  the  exchange 
of  30,000  shares  of  PP&L  common  stock  for  5,000  shares 
of  Rawlins  Electric  comm.on.  The  latter  company  serves 
3,800  custom.ers  in  south  central  Wyoming. 


Merger 

approved 


Calgary  Power  Ltd.,  the  newest  member  of  the  Northwest  Elec¬ 
tric  Light  &  Power  Assn.,  has  completed  extensive  surveys 
of  possible  power  and  water  sites  in  Alberta  with  the 
result  that  Installations  on  the  Brazeau  River  appear 
headed  for  developm.ent  within  a  few  years  to  furnish 
greater  peaking  and  reserve  capacity.  The  Brazeau  River 
developm.ent  is  favored  by  the  Alberta  government  because 
it  would  help  elim.inate  water  pollution  problems  created 
by  low  winter  flows  of  the  North  Saskatchewan  River.  The 
proposed  project  would  provide  a  million  acre-feet  of 
storage  sufficient  to  increase  substantially  the  winter 
flow  of  the  North  Saskatchewan  through  Edmonton.  Alberta. 


Officials  of  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers  report  that  wage  settlem^onts  In  the  utility  in¬ 
dustry  are  heavily  concentrated  around  the  5%  mark  thus 
far  in  1959.  This  represents  an  increase  of  about  14d  an 
hour  and  com.pares  with  settlem,onts  in  other  industries  of 
16(^  for  outside  construction:  for  inside  construc¬ 

tion;  and  m.anu factoring  lOd. 


Wage 

increases 


During  the  celebration  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Admin¬ 
istration’s  24th  birthday  on  May  11,  Admilnistrator  David 
Hammi 1  pointed  out  that  REA  systems  servo  slightly  more 
than  one-half  of  the  nation’s  farms,  of  which  96%  are  now 
receiving  central  station  service.  The  average  REA  sys¬ 
tem  today  serves  3,640  customers,  has  1,300  miles  of  line 
and  has  borrowed  $2.9  m.illlon  from  REA,  of  which  $500,- 
000  has  been  repaid  .  .  .  Recently  approved  loans  include 
$809,000  to  the  Bridger  Valley  Electric  Assn,  in  Wyoming 
for  57  males  of  transm.i  ssion  and  23  miles  of  distribution 
lines  and  $523,000  to  the  Wasco  Electric  Co-op;orat  i  ve  for 
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16  miles  of  69-kv  transmission  line.  7>9  miles  of  (iistrl- 
bution  line  and  two  substations. 


Executive  Changes-W^ _ E.  Montgomery,  general  manager  of 

operations  for  Southern  California  Edison  Co.,  has  been 
elected  a  vice-president  by  the  company’s  board  of  di¬ 
rectors,  according  to  Harold  Quinton,  chairman.  Mont¬ 
gomery  will  continue  in  charge  of  the  company's  operat¬ 
ing  department  activities  throughout  the  Edison  system 
.  .  .  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  has  created  the  new 
position  of  vice-president-administration  and  appointed 
Frederick  W.  Kimball  to  fill  it.  Kimball  has  been  with 
the  m.anagement  consulting  firm  of  Booz,  Allen  &  Hamilton 
since  1952.  J.  H.  Clawson,  vice-president  and  treasurer 
of  the  company,  has  been  elected  senior  vice-president. 
As  treasurer,  he  will  continue  to  supervise  the  financ¬ 
ing,  accounting,  treasury  and  auditing  functions  of  the 
company.  In  addition,  under  the  direction  of  the  presi¬ 
dent,  he  will  be  responsible  for  the  development  of  fi¬ 
nancial  and  other  major  objectives,  broad  policies  and 
program-s  required  for  the  efficient  conduct  of  the  com¬ 
pany's  business  and  its  growth  and  progress. 


*  * 


*  * 


Washington  Water  Power's  Noxon  Rapids  Dami  has  all  gates 
closed,  filling  the  38-mile  reservoir  behind  the  dam. 
First  power  output  from,  the  400,000-kw  project  is  ex¬ 
pected  Aug.  1.  With  all  four  units  on  the  line  it  will 
double  the  generating  capability  of  the  company. 


Black  Hills  Power  &  Light  Co.  has  announced  plans  for  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  power  plant  north  of  Rapid  City.  The 
plant  will  have  an  initial  capacity  of  22,000  kw  and  will 
cost  $5  million.  Stearns-Roger  Mfg.  Co.  of  Denver  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  construction  of  the  new 
station. 


A  fi.7  million  transmission  line  will  carry  60-kv  power  105 
miles  from  Prince  George  to  Fort  St.  James.  It  is  under 
construction  and  will  be  completed  In  a  year  by  the 
B.C.  Power  Commission. 


Refinery  Engineering  Co.  of  Tulsa,  Okla. ,  was  the  apparent 
low  bidder  for  the  second  phase  of  the  $14  million 
Collbran  project  in  western  Colorado.  Involved  in  the 
contract  are  upper  and  lower  Molina  power  plants  which 
will  have  a  total  capacity  of  13,000  kw. 


The  AEC  has  authorized  negotiations  with  Kaiser  Engineers 
for  the  principal  construction  work  on  the  New  Pro¬ 
duction  Reactor  at  Hanford,  Wash.  The  project  estimated 
to  cost  $145  m.illion  v;Ill  include  a  graphite-moderated 
reactor  for  the  production  of  special  nuclear  materials 
with  possibility  of  conversion  at  a  later  date  to  permit 
power  take-off.  Approximately  four  years  will  be  needed 
to  complete  the  project. 


Voters  in  Eugene,  Ore. ,  have  approved  by  a  three-to-one 
m.argin  a  ballot  measure  authorizing  construction  of  the 
Carmen-Smith  hydroelectric  project  on  the  upper  McKenzie 
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River.  The  project  will  develop  56,000  kw  and  will  cost 
between  19  and  24  million  dollars.  Bechtel  Corp.  in 
conjunction  with  Cornell,  Howland,  Hayes  &  Merryfield  of 
Corvallis,  Ore.,  will  collaborate  on  designs.  Construc¬ 
tion  should  begin  early  in  the  summer  of  1960.  Bonne¬ 
ville  lines  v/ill  bring  the  power  from  Carmen-Smith  to 
Eugene. 

In  March  of  1956  Eugene  voters  rejected  a  proposal 
for  a  Beaver  Marsh  project  because  of  opposition  by  con¬ 
servationists  . 


The  Utah  Power  &  Light  directors  have  approved  a  $1,6.'50,000 
expenditure  for  112  miles  of  transmission  linos  to  im¬ 
prove  the  power  supply  situation  in  southwestern  Wyoming. 
The  line  will  extend  to  Sage,  W’yo.,  from  which  branches 
will  fork  southward  to  Evanston  and  east  to  Kommerer, 

Wyo.  The  line  will  operate  at  69  kv. 


*  * 


*  * 


Anaconda  Wire  &  Cable  Co,  has  purchased  Sequoia  Wire  &  Cable 
Co.  of  Redwood  City,  Calif.,  from.  Mandrel  Industries  and 
will  operate  it  as  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary,  manufac¬ 
turing  wire  for  use  in  aircraft,  m.issilos  and  electronic 
controls.  Mandrel  will  continue  to  m.ake  electronic  in- 
strum.ents  and  custom,  assem.blies  at  its  Burbank  plant. 

The  Redwood  City  plant  employs  some  150  persons  and  has 
an  estimated  $1  million  inventory. 


Completing  its  seven-year  West  Coast  consolidation  program.. 
Federal  Pacific  Electric  Co.  will  transfer  its  Pacific 
Switchgear  Division  operations  from.  San  Francisco  to 
expanded  facilities  in  Santa  Clara,  Calif.  The  m.ove, 
scheduled  for  July,  will  house  under  one  roof  integrated 
production,  engineering  and  office  activities  of  the 
division.  A  157 , 000-sq-f t  addition  to  buildings  already 
erected  by  FPE  on  the  site  at  Brokaw  Road,  Santa 

Clara,  is  nearing  completion. 


Packard-Bel  1  Electronics  Corp.  has  acquired  .majority  in¬ 
terest  in  Technical  Industries  Corp.  of  Pasadena,  Calif., 
a  newly  formed  com.pany  producing  instrum.ents  for  atomic 
reactors  and  high-tem.perature  nuclear  com.ponents.  Ja.m.es 
C.  Kyle  is  president  of  Technical  Industries,  which  has 
developed  a  high-tem.perature,  radiation-proof  wire 
claim.ed  to  withstand  tem.peratures  up  to  1,000  F. 


Officials  of  Ohio  Brass  Co.  and  Ho  Ian  Corp.,  i is  wholly 
owned  subsidiary,  have  announced  purchase  of  Universal 
Hydraul  i  cs  Inc.,  Cleveland  m.anufacturer  of  hydraulic 
components . 


Smoot-Holman  has  installed  one  of  the  m.ost  com.plete  electro¬ 
static  painting  system.s  in  the  country  at  its  Los  Angeles 
plant.  The  $250,000  facility  covers  about  10,000  sq  ft 
of  floor  space  and  features  a  five-stage  cleaning  and 
rust-inhibiting  process  prior  to  baking. 


Some  150  production  workei's  walked  off  the  job  at  Western 
Insulated  Wire  Co.  in  Los  Angeles  In  late  April.  The 
strike  of  the  Independent  United  Electrical  and  Machinery 
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Workers  lasted  only  six  days  and  was  settled  with  the 
granting  of  a  li  per  hour  wage  boost  for  each  of  the  two 
years  covered  in  a  new  contract.  The  company  also  agreed 
to  an  eighth  annual  paid  holiday. 


All-Brite  Fluorescent  Fixtures  (now  merged  with  Curtis 

Lighting)  expects  to  move  from.  Los  Angeles  to  a  new  plant 
In  Monterey  Park  before  the  end  of  May.  The  new  plant 
has  20,000  sq  ft  of  floor  space,  about  four  times  that  of 
the  old  quarters.  Curtis  and  All-Brite  lines  are  being 
integrated,  with  some  duplications  eliminated,  in  prepar¬ 
ation  for  a  new  catalog. 


*  *  *  * 


In  a  program  backed  by  the  police  department  and  the  local 
Safety  Council,  Seattle  City  Light  is  urging  its  cus¬ 
tomers  to  keep  their  porch  lights  on  at  night  as  a  crime 
deterrent.  Most  customers  can  keep  a  100-w  light  burning 
all  night  for  about  l<t. ,  according  to  Joe  DeLeon,  super¬ 
visor  of  advertising  and  information  for  the  utility,  who 
has  been  speaking  before  PTA  and  other  groups.  Safety 
for  the  householder  and  for  his  neighbors  who  pass  at 
night  is  stressed. 


N.  J.  MacDonald,  president  of  the  Thom,as  &  Betts  Co.,  has 
been  elected  chairman  of  the  1960  National  Electrical 
Week  observance,  Feb.  7-13.  Theme  for  the  all-industry 
observance:  "Electricity  Builds  Jobs." 


The  Los  Angeles  Home  Show  will  be  held  July  16-26  in  the  new 
Memorial  Sports  Arena. 


More  than  600  turned  out  for  the  opening  of  California 
Electric  Power  Co.’s  now  $100,000  district  office  at 
Ridgecrest.  Load  growth  in  the  area  decided  the  company 
to  relocate  the  headquarters,  which  had  been  40  m,iles 
away  at  Randsburg.  An  all-electric  display  kitchen  and 
an  auditorium,  available  to  local  service  groups,  are 
features  of  the  new  building. 


A  32-pago  report,  "Weather  Data  for  Humidity  Control  Air 
Conditioning,"  has  been  issued  by  the  EEI  Electric  Space 
Heating  and  Air  Conditioning  Committee.  The  publication 
is  a  com.pilation  of  weather  data  for  various  areas  of  the 
nation  served  by  som.e  20  power  companies.  It  is  avail¬ 
able  from.  Edison  Electric  Institute,  750  Third  Ave.,  New 
York  17.  Price:  $1  for  EEE  m.eraber  companies;  fl.50  to 
nonmembers. 


Kuhlman  Electric  has  developed  a  gold  transformer  for  all¬ 
electric  neighborhoods;  Westinghouse  offers  a  gold-finish 
meter  cover  for  Gold  Medallion  homes. 


California’s  legislature  has  passed  a  bill  to  set  up  a  con¬ 
sumer  counsel  in  the  governor's  office.  A  woman  lawyer 
or  economist  will  be  appointed  to  the  $15,000  a  year 
post,  according  to  Governor  Brown.  Earlier  California 
legislation  limited  credit  carrying  charges  in  install¬ 
ment  selling. 
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■0  to  the  Council  on  Industrial  Relations  for 


the  Electrical  Contracting  Industry  from  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay  area — from  Alameda  County  and  Contra  Costa 
County.  Since  this  is  almost  perennial  it  is  no  sur¬ 
prise  that  IBEW  Local  595  refuses  the  contractors'  offer 
to  accept  the  Bay  Area  pattern,  adopted  by  Santa  Clara- 
San  Benito  County,  San  Mateo  County,  San  Francisco 
County,  Napa  and  Solano  County  and  even  San  Joaquin 
County — a  three  year  contract  with  a  16(?,  16d  and  17(? 
yearly  increase  in  per  hour  journeyman  scale.  Contra 
Costa  County  local,  while  accepting  the  wage  formula, 
was  deadlocked  again  on  the  travel  pay  question  at  press 
time  and  the  problem  created  a  crisis  of  serious  conse¬ 
quences  resulting  in  the  resignation  of  Laurence  Rodgers 
as  assistant  chapter  manager  for  Contra  Costa  branch. 


Floyd  Shipp  has  returned  to  NECA  to  become  the  field  repre¬ 


sentative  for  District  8,  succeeding  Joe  Bollinger,  who 
recently  left  to  return  to  San  Diego  and  join  Ets-Hokin 
&  Galvan.  Shipp  had  been  one  of  the  m.ost  effective  NECA 
chapter  m.anagers,  having  enlarged  the  scope  of  the  Utah 
chapter  to  include  Idaho.  He  resigned  to  join  Genei’al 
Electric  Supply  Co.  in  Salt  Lake  City  but  has  returned 
to  the  m.ore  exciting  challenge  of  association  work  of 
coordinating  contractors  and  labor.  He  also  acts  as 
m.anager  for  the  Mountain  States  Line  Constructors  Charter 
and  makes  his  office  at  the  Intermountain  Chapter,  260 
East  First  South,  Salt  Lake  City. 


The  sheoherd 


returns 


Line  construction  wage  negotiations  in  the  Mountain  States 


were  about  completed  last  m.onth  as  Colorado,  Wyoming 
and  Idaho  locals  and  contractors  reached  about  uniform 
agreements  and  Utah  and  Montana  negotiations  wore  going 
sm.oothly,  according  to  Shipp.  The  area-wide  apprentice¬ 
ship  and  training  program  for  linemen  was  adopted  by  all 
and  the  program,  got  underway  April  29,  when  a  mooting  was 
hold  in  Denver  to  organize  the  course.  The  course  devel¬ 
oped  in  the  Northwest  Lino  Constructors  and  adopted 
nationally  will  be  used.  Because  of  the  scattered  area, 
it  was  thought  that  most  of  the  work  would  bo  carried  on 
by  correspondence,  with  classroom  work  whore  feasible. 


Rocky  Mountain  Chapter,  NECA,  held  a  two-day  conference  in 
Cheyenne  in  April,  at  which  Negotiator  Abshiro  of  Gates 
Rubber  Co.,  Denver,  was  a  principal  speaker,  with  A.  L. 
Rowe,  District  8  vice-president,  and  Charles  Scholibo, 
NECA  regional  director,  discussing  association  affairs. 
Ad  Woolley,  Interm.ountain  Chapter  m.anager,  clarified  the 
required  referral  procedure  under  NLRB  rulings.  Floyd 
Shipp,  field  representative,  moderated  a  panel  of  con¬ 
tractor  problems.  About  40  m.ombors  and  wives  attended 
from  Cheyenne,  Casper  and  Denver,  with  visitors  from. 
Southern  Colorado  Chapter.  0.  N.  Buckles,  chairm.an  of 
the  Cheyenne  division,  and  John  Hecht,  chapter  manager, 
prepared  the  program,  and  arrangem.ents. 


Program,  and  details  regarding  the  Glacier  Park  Lodge  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Districts  6,  8  and  9  of  National  Electrical 
Contractors  Assn,  are  being  sent  to  m.em.bers  by  confer¬ 
ence  chairman  A.  L.  Rowe  of  Great  Falls,  vice-president 
of  District  8.  Final  com.m.itment  by  somiO  of  the  speak¬ 
ers  has  delayed  previous  announcem.ont .  In  general  thci 
tri-district  annual  .meeting  will  follow  the  pattern  of 
previous  ones,  with  Vice-presidents  Rowe,  Wes  Grasle  of 
District  6.  Portland,  and  J.  D.  O’Connor,  District  9. 


Three  dis- 
tr ic t  Glnci er 
meeting 
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Washington 

settlements 


Idaho  chief 
resigns 


Sacramento,  presiding  in  turn.  A  half-day  session  will 
bo  devoted  to  line  construction  problems.  Each  district 
v;ill  hold  its  o/.n  separate  meeting  on  opening  day,  June 
22.  The  marketing,  labor  cost  analysis,  labor  relations, 
bid  depository  and  national  affairs  functions  of  the  NECA 
will  be  covered  and  some  of  the  national  staff  will  be 
present.  Entertainment  will  consist  of  tours  and  activ¬ 
ities,  dinner  entertainment  each  evening  and  a  banquet 
June  24.  The  park  may  be  reached  by  auto.  Great  Northern 
train  or  airlines  to  Cutbank  or  Kalispel,  with  trans¬ 
portation  arranged  to  the  hotel.  Earl  Coyne,  Montana 
Chapter  m.anagor,  Butte,  is  handling  hotel  accom- 
m.odat  i  ons , 


In  Washington  all  areas  but  one  have  settled  on  wage  in¬ 
creases,  but  two  cases  will  go  to  the  council  in  May. 
Bremerton  Local  574  and  NECA  are  deadlocked  and  will  go 
over  a  wage  and  a  vacation  issue.  Seattle’s  Local  46  is 
taking  the  hiring  hall  issue,  which  was  turned  back  by 
the  council  last  time,  back  to  it  again.  The  contractors 
maintain  it  is  illegal,  the  union  that  it  isn’t  and  that 
m.ost  all  other  areas  operate  that  way. 


Wenatchee,  Pasco,  Spokane  and  Longview  have  three-year 

agreements,  each  with  an  initial  12'/^d  or  15(^  or  10(^  plus 
2!4<J^  health  and  welfare  Initial  raise  June  or  July  1  and 
lOij*  steps  each  January  and  July  for  the  succeeding  years. 
Both  Seattle  and  Everett  agreed  to  a  15d  increase  on  a 
one-year  contract,  plus  other  changes. 


A_  meeting  with  AGC  was  held  by  Puget  Sound  Chapter,  NECA, 
at  which  a  panel  composed  of  Don  Close,  Kernan  Dennis, 
Howard  Bayley,  president,  and  with  Maynard  Sundt,  chap¬ 
ter  m.anager,  as  moderator,  and  with  three  AGC  members 
also,  discussed  mutual  relations.  Fair  bidding  pro¬ 
cedures  and  operations  were  aimed  for.  The  AGC,  it  is 
reported,  suggested  setting  up  a  four-hour  deadline  to 
receive  sub-bids  before  bid  opening  and  a  listing  by  the 
general  contractor  of  their  low  sub-bids  to  prevent 
shopping. 


Venerated  J.  Carl  Baldridge,  stricken  chief  electrical  in¬ 
spector  of  Idaho  state  electrical  board,  resigned  his 
office  and  the  board  appointed  his  assistant  of  many 
years,  Mark  Lundy,  as  chief  Inspector.  Carl  Baldridge, 
with  a  lifetime  of  industry  cooperative  activity  and  one 
of  the  ’’daddies"  of  the  state’s  electrical  law  as  well 
as  of  its  electrical  contractors  associations,  has  been 
in  ill  health  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 


Larry  Soares,  who  retires  in  June  from  a  long  tenure  as  the 
electrical  superintendent  for  the  city  of  Oakland,  is  to 
be  tendered  a  luncheon  by  the  Electric  Club  of  the  East 
Bay  on  May  25 . 


More  or  less  personal — Strand  Electric  Co.,  one  of  the 

pioneer  Salt  Lake  City  electrical  contracting  firm.s,  was 
closed  by  its  owner,  Mark  Strand.  He  had  turned  the 
business  over  to  his  son  LeRoy  but  the  latter  suffered 
a  heart  attack  and,  rather  than  re-enter  the  "rat-race", 
Mark  Strand  closed  up  shop.  .  .  Wasatch  Electr 1 c  Co,  of 
Salt  Lake  City,  right  after  moving  to  its  new  and  en¬ 
larged  plant,  announced  that  R.  K.  Bertoch,  sales  manager 
of  supplies  at  Graybar,  has  .joined  the  firm,  as  co-owner 
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and  vice-president.  .  .  In  Spokane  It  was  announced  that 
R.  V.  Williams  of  Pullinan,  has  purchased  Electrical  Con¬ 
structors  Inc.,  and  made  Martin  Burns  manager  of  this 
electrical  contracting  division.  .  .  Likewise  news  is 
that  Brown- Johns ton  Co.  had  to  move  from  its  40-or-so- 
year  location  at  118  Lincoln  because  of  demolition  of  the 
building.  Temporarily  it  is  at  12.'^  Wall  St.  .  .  And  in 
Denver,  Sturgeon  Electric  Co.  has  appointed  Clarence  E. 
Trichka,  who  had  been  for  32  years  with  another  large 
contracting  firm  as  vice-president,  as  Its  general  ser¬ 
vice  manager. 


Merwln  Brandon,  well  known  to  the  West  because  of  his  annual 
trips  to  participate  in  the  electrical  inspector  annual 
meetings,  has  been  elected  president  of  Underwriters’ 
Laboratories  Inc,  to  succeed  Curtis  R.  Welborn  on  retire¬ 
ment.  Brandon  has  been  a  vice-president  of  the  Labora¬ 
tories  as  well  as  its  chief  electrical  engineer,  and 
succeeded  the  late  Alvah  Sm,all  as  chairm.an  of  the  Elec¬ 
trical  Coordinating  Committee  for  the  National  Electrical 
Code. 


Top  man  now 
at  UL 


*  * 


*  ip 


From  The  Desk  of  T .  Ingledow, _ President 

Northwest  Electric  Light  &  Power  Assn. 


About  the  time  this  News  Letter  drops  on  your  desk,  NELPA's 
Business  Development  Conference  will  be  getting  under  way 
in  Portland  with  Portland  General  Electric  Co.  serving  as 
host.  This  two-day  meeting  will  adjourn  the  end  of  May 
19.  A  highlight  of  the  m.eeting  is  a  talk  on  the  future 
of  the  electric  autom.obile  by  Dr.  Charles  H.  Graves, 
executive  vice-president,  Stinson  Aircraft,  Tool  &  En¬ 
gineering  Corp. 


NELPA  notes 


The  Accounting  and  Business  Practice  Conference  program  has 
been  completed  with  a  top-notch  program  on  tap,  according 
to  Ed  Duffy,  conference  chairman,  who  has  charge  of  the 
program;  and  arrangements.  Ed  Vennard  will  wiml  up  the 
meeting  on  Saturday  noon  with  "A  Report  on  Soviet  Rus¬ 
sia."  The  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Butte,  Mont.,  June 
4-6,  with  Montana  Power  Co.  serving  as  host. 


A  record  attendance  at  the  Engineering  &  Operation  Section 
Conference,  held  jointly  with  Personnel  &  Safety  Section 
and  Purchasing  Com.mittee  in  April  at  Salt  Lake  City, 
witnessed  an  extremely  Interesting  and  inform, atlve  m.eet- 
ing,  which  ran  smoothly  throughout.  Our  appreciation 
certainly  goes  to  Dlx  Shevalier,  Montana  Power  Co.,  and 
Morley  Fox,  B.  C.  Electric  Co.,  as  section  chairm.en,  to 
Roger  Hofacker,  Montana  Power  Co.,  as  purchasing  com.m.it- 
tee  chairm.an  and  to  Ralph  Radford,  Utah  Power  &  Light 
Co.  ,  as  general  chalrmian  of  arrangem.ents . 


Several  NELPA  officers  and  board  m.embers  ar(!  anxiously 

looking  forward  to  the  joint  board  of  directors  m.eeting 
of  PCEA,  RMEL  and  NELPA,  to  be  held  in  San  Francisco  May 
19.  This  is  an  opportunity  for  the  top  people  of  the 
Western  associations  to  get  together  to  discuss  industry 
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challenges  and  to  get  a  better  understanding  of  one 
another's  problems. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  bid  welcome  to  the  following  companies 
and  their  representatives  who  recently  joined  NELPA: 
Atomics  International,  Dr.  Robert  L.  Loftness,  chief  of 
applications  engineering,  Canoga  Park,  Calif. ;  Electro- 
Motive  Division,  General  Motors  Corp. ,  Corliss  A.  Ber- 
caw,  regional  manager,  San  Francisco;  The  Fluor  Corp. 
Ltd.,  Claude  M.  Smith,  manager  of  sales,  Los  Angeles; 
James  R.  Kearney  Corp. ,  Sam  B.  Frank  Sr. ,  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  D.  W.  Onan  &  Son  Inc.,  William.  S. 
Haynes,  zone  m;anager,  Portland;  B.  C.  Engineering  Co. 
Ltd.,  Tom  Ingledow,  president,  Vancouver,  B.  C. ;  Conely 
Engineering  Co.,  R.  A.  Conely,  owner.  Salt  Lake  City; 
Electrical  Sales  Co,,  Richard  S.  Wilkins,  partner.  Salt 
Lake  City;  Garland  Affolter  Engineering  Corp.,  J.  R. 
Thompson,  president,  Portland;  Kaiser  Engineers,  Division 
of  Henry  J.  Kaiser  Co.,  G.  B.  Scheer,  chief  consulting 
electrical  engineer,  Oakland;  McCabe-Powers  Body  Co., 
Thomas  R.  Hall,  vice-president,  Portland;  J.  Neils  Lumber 
Co.,  Howard  C.  A.  Hunter,  Libby,  Mont.;  Peace  River  Power 
Development  Co.  Ltd,,  W.  C.  Mainwaring,  president,  Van¬ 
couver,  B.  C. ;  Pennington  Crossarm  Co.,  John  L.  Penning¬ 
ton,  vice-president,  Eugene,  Ore.;  H.  K.  Porter  Co.  Inc., 
R.  E.  Willis,  district  m.anager,  Seattle;  Riter  Engineer¬ 
ing  Co.,  H.  W.  Howells,  vice-president.  Salt  Lake  City; 
Wllliamsen  Body  &  Equipment  Co.,  Lawrence  D.  Williamson, 
Ogden,  Utah. 


llc'fo’s  your  chance 
t(j  win  $500  worth  of 
stock  of  some  West- 
(U'n  utility.  What 
utility?  That  will 
be  decified  by  a 
drawing  hold  during 
t.ho  PCEA  convention! 
Anyway — estimate  the 
tot.al  kwh  output 
for  the  11  Western 
states  in  1959. 

Send  this  entry  card 
to  Electrical  West, 
G8  Post  St . ,  San 
Francisco.  Do  it 
now!  (122,819,372,- 
000  was  FPC  figure 
for  1958. ) 


NELPA’s  old  symbol,  which  had  been  in  use  for  more  than  30 
years,  was  recently  replaced  with  a  now  dynamic  symbol, 

v/hich  better  reflects  the  ag¬ 
gressive  character  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  day  private  electrical  in¬ 
dustry.  This  symbol  will  grace 
NELPA’s  stationery  and  other 
bulletins  in  the  future.  The 
NELPA  symbol,  be  it  old  or  new, 
should  bring  to  mind  the  object 
oiD"  "NEW”  of  the  association,  which  is 

"to  promote  the  progress  of  the 
electrical  industry  so  that  the  public  m.ay  be  better 
served. " 


To  ELECTRICAL  WEST'S  Kilowatt-hour  Contest  Editor 

68  Post  St.,  San  Francisco  4,  Calif. 

Here's  My  Forecast 

The  annual  kilowatt-hour  output  for  the  1  1  Western  states  for  the 


year  1959  will  be 

Here's  why  (in  25  words  or  less). 


kwh. 


Name 

Title  or  job 
Company 
Address 
City 


(Mail  to  Electrical  West  before  June  30,  1959) 
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N».  14  In  a  tarlaa 


Right  off  the 


-'CVAku 


21.  Simplex  takes  pleasure  in 
extending  an  invitation  to  old 
friends  and  new  to  visit  their 
Booth  ^1611  at  the  American 
Mining  Congress  Coal  Show, 
Cleveland  Piihlic  Auditorium, 
May  I  1th  through  May  14th. 

22.  A  600-pas.senger  ocean  liner 
which  will  run  on  hydrofoils  is 
in  the  design  stage. 

23.  The  first  rocket -camera  has 
been  used  to  photograph  cloud 
formations  over  the  Atlantic. 

24.  An  electrostatic  device  can 
separate  particles  of  different 
maU'rials.  It  can  sort  flour  mill¬ 
ing  stocks,  .separate  grains  of 
diflTenmt  minerals  and  distin¬ 
guish  lietween  healthy  and  un¬ 
healthy  .seeds. 

25.  A  new  magnetic  re<'ording 
tajie  has  a  protective  lamination 
over  the  oxide  to  prevent  wear. 

o 

26.  A  solid  electrolyte  batt<*ry 
has  l)een  develoiied  that  is  said 
to  be  suitable  for  commercial 
production. 

27.  There  are  now  three  large 
offices  where  individual  desk 
telei)hones  can  be  reached  from 
the  outside  by  direct  dialing. 

is! 

28.  Mercury  batteries  reduce  the 
weight  of  a  clock  radio,  made 
es|x?cially  for  travelers,  to  less 
than  three  {>ounds. 

29.  Stereophonic  radio  has  hith¬ 
erto  required  both  AM  and  FM 
for  transmission.  A  new  metlaxl 
uses  AM  only. 

is 

30.  The  light  from  a  recently 
patented  underwater  fla.sh  bulb 
is  of  such  brief  duration  that  fish 
are  not  frightened  by  it. 


31.  Crevas.sea  in  glaciers  or  ic'e 
fields  can  lx*  deUnltHl  by  a  de- 
vic-e  that  can  b(«  carried  in  an 
airplane.  It  measures  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  heat  radiation  lx;twe<in 
solid  and  hollow  ic'e  and  records 
on  film. 

is 

32.  Tissuc?s.  skin,  veins,  arteries 
and  circulating  blood  are  all 
realistically  simulated  in  an  imi¬ 
tation  human  body  designed  for 
first  aid  training. 

o 

33.  A  heating  element  for  use  in 
floors  or  walls  is  made  of  pajxir 
in  which  cop|)er  strips  are  em¬ 
bedded. 

Further  information  on  these 
news  items  and  on  Simplex 
cable  is  available  from  any 
Simplex  office.  Please  he 
specific  in  your  requests. 

CS 

34.  A  patent  for  an  acoustical 
method  of  .stimulating  the  flow 
of  oil  wells  has  been  is.sued.  The 
.sound  waves  will  actually  shat¬ 
ter  rock. 

is 

35.  F’or  the  first  time,  an  air¬ 
plane  has  been  guided  over 
land  by  a  missile  sysU'm  using 
radar  to  scan  a  photograph  of 
the  terrain. 

is 

36.  An  attachment  for  a  tele¬ 
phone  intended  for  use  by  a 
number  of  |x*ople  kills  germs 
with  ultraviolet  light. 

kS 

37.  Klectroluminest;ent  panels 
that  emit  cool  light  from  a 
flat  gla.ss  plate  are  now  made  in 
six  colors. 

C.i 

o 

38.  Entirely  new  princi|>les  of 
heating  and  c(X)ling  are  used  in  a 
unit  that  keeps  foods  hot  or  cold. 
It  is  mounted  on  wheels,  u.ses 
batteries  for  jjower  and  can  be 
roiled  anywhere  in  or  out  of  the 
house. 


39.  Ticker  tafie  is  being  pro- 
jwted  on  a  .s<Ttx?n  with  letters 
and  figures  two  feet  high  at  the 
New  York  StiK-k  Exchange. 

is 

40.  A  method  of  bouncing  short 
waves  off  rnan-made  reflectors  in 
the  sky  has  been  patented.  It  can 
be  used  for  radio  or  television. 

iff 

41.  America’s  annual  bill  for  cor¬ 
rosion  is  6  billion  dollars,  accord¬ 
ing  to  rec'ently  revised  figures. 
Simplex  Wire  &.  Cable  Co.  has 
prepared  a  bulletin  on  this  ex- 
|x*nsive  problem  and  the  mo.st 
efTei  tive  means  of  combating  it. 
Write  for  Bulletin  1033. 


'rhirty-eight  y<'nrs  ago  Smiph'X  VN’irc  & 
('able  (’<>.  annoiiiu-f<l  thi-  'I'lUKX  lm<’  ot 
nihher-jacketcsl  and  itisiilaltal  cord!,  aial 
cables  to  the  iiiitiing  miiiislry.  'Ibcse 
cables  featured  the  .Siinplex  developed 
"cur»‘d  in-lead"  process  wbicb  prodia  I'd 
a  dense,  tough  and  yi-t  higblv  Ib'xdile 
sheath. To  an  industry  plagueil  bv  severe 
operating  conditions,  the  TlltKX  line  ol 
power  and  i-ontrol  cables  provided  un¬ 
matched  dependabilil  V  and  service  life 
'I’oday,  rnanufai'tured  with  tbi'  same 
proven  "cured  in  lead"  process  anil  cm 
iiodying  vastly  improved  insulating  and 
jacketing  compounds.  Simplex  Illtl'.X 
is  still  the  first  choice  wherever  operat 
ing  conditions  are  at  their  worst 

SIMPLEX  WIRE  A  CABLE  CO. 

Cambridge,  Massachusetts  and 
Newington,  New  Hampshire 


These  L-M  69  kv  Side-Break  Switches  are  installed  at  the  Woodacre  substation 
of  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company,  In  Marin  County,  California. 


Storms,  Sleet,  Corrosion  Can't  Stop 
These  Tough  L-M  Side-Break  Switches 


L-M  Type  PH  Side-Break  switches  are  ruggedly 
designed,  with  high  current-carrying  capacity  built 
in.  This  is  achieved  by  having  only  six  current  trans¬ 
fer  points,  high-pressure  silver-to-silver  contacts  and 
heavy  back-up  metal. 

Switches  like  those  shown  have  come  through 
lightning  storms  which  blew  protective  fuses  on  the 
load  side,  without  damage.  L-M  69  kv  side-break 
switches  have  been  opened  with  line  charging  cur¬ 
rent  on  the  line,  under  near- emergency  conditions 
with  no  observable  damage  to  the  switches. 

This  strength  and  overload  ability  is  typical  of 
L-M  equipment,  which  is  built  to  do  more  than  just 
meet  standards.  That’s  why  so  many  utility  engi¬ 
neers  depend  on  L-M  equipment  —  it’s  reliable. 

For  information  on  L-M  power  switches,  packaged 
substations,  transformers,  Kyle  reclosers,  and  other 
distribution  apparatus,  ask  the  L-M  Field  Engineer 
or  call  any  of  L-M’s  sales  offices  listed  below.  Line 
Material  Industries,  Milwaukee  1,  Wisconsin. 


L-M  69  KV  SWITCH.  Avoilobi*  in  tidebmak  (above),  and 
vertical  break,  for  any  itandard  mounting.  Ouftlanding  fea¬ 
ture*  are  the  powerful  lever  action  for  breaking  ice  and  cor¬ 
rosion;  heavy  silver-to-silver  inserts  in  high-pressure  contacls; 
high  currerst  capacity;  silicone-cord-ring-sealed  bearings  for 
easy  operation;  extremely  flexible  for  misalignment. 


RIALlhdustries 


WESTERN  SALES  OFFICES; 

PHOENIX  •  SACRAMENTO  •  SEAHLE  •  SPOKANE  •  BUHE  •  LOS  ANGELES 
SALT  LAKE  CITY  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  VISALIA  •  ANCHORAGE.  ALASKA 


BOISE 


DENVER 

PORTLAND 


f 


